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Welcome to the 
General Surgery Residency
Program at HCA Houston 
Healthcare Kingwood 

The General Surgery Residency Program at HCA Houston Healthcare 
Kingwood is part of the HCA Healthcare Graduate Medical Education 
network. HCA Healthcare is the nation’s leading provider of quality, patient-
centered care. We are also the leader in graduate medical education, all 
brought together by a single mission: 

Above all else, we are committed to the care 
and improvement of human life. 

ACGME ID: 4404800439 

Tracks & Positions 
Tracks NRMP # Available Positions 

Categorical 2211440C0 4 

Salary 
PGY1 PGY2 PGY3 PGY4 PGY5

 $54,267  $55,869  $57,637  $59,738  $62,254 
On-Call Meals  $950  $950  $950  $950  $950 

Total Salary  $55,217  $56,819  $58,587  $60,688  $63,204 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Welcome to the HCA Healthcare Kingwood/University of Houston General Surgery Residency Program. 
In joining us, you will be participating in a unique model of surgery residency education and have the 
opportunity to build and shape a surgery program that will create a lasting impact on the Houston medical 
community for years to come. 

As a part of this program, you will be part of the development of a brand-new medical school at the 
University of Houston College of Medicine. You are also joining HCA, the largest sponsor of Graduate Medical 
Education in the country with over 270 programs and 4,000 residents and fellows in training. 

My goal as a program director is to provide our general surgery residents a transformative experience that 
will shape and guide their practice of surgery. In order to achieve these goals, I am focused on (1) building 
a resident-centric culture of wellness and positivity, (2) integrating simulation and video-based training 
with clinical practice, and (3) instilling patient-centeredness, quality improvement, and value into daily 
practice. Upon completion of the program, graduates will leave fully prepared to enter community practices, 
competitive fellowships, or academia. 

Many surgery programs adopt a traditional model of training based on service: however, this approach fails 
many residents. There is a nearly 20% dropout rate in surgery where the rate of attrition is five times higher 

in surgical than on-surgical specialties. (Source: JAMA) Here at HCA Healthcare Kingwood/University of 
Houston, we are building a culture based upon on respect, individual wellness and team building. Our goal is 
to transform surgical education: great surgeons can be grown in a positive and open environment. 

We expect other high-performing specialists such as pilots, athletes, chess-players and musicians to practice 
and review recordings of their work. However, few if any surgery programs in America focus on simulation 
and video-based education. Our program is based upon professional performers model with video-based 
review of optimal and suboptimal approaches, preparatory practice and simulation, and video-review of 
resident surgeries. This is the standard of training in all other high-performing fields…except for surgery. 
Here at HCA Healthcare Kingwood/University of Houston, resident education and training is integrated with 
evidence-based educational strategy built upon high-quality video review, simulation, and feedback. 

Our choice to join medicine and surgery is to help others, help patients to cure their pain and sufering, and 
improve patient quality of life. Our program has a focus on patient-centeredness, quality improvement, and 
value. Utilizing a unique hybrid of research and quality improvement didactics integrated with simulation, we 
teach residents to transition this education into daily clinical practice. This model is our foundation for quality 
improvement, outcomes research, surgical research, and clinical surgery. 

Sincerely, 
Mike K. Liang, MD 
Program Director 

https://media.jamanetwork.com/news-item/high-attrition-rate-among-residents-in-general-surgery-programs/


 

Our Faculty 

Mike K. Liang, MD 
Program Director 
HCA Houston Healthcare Kingwood 
Professor of Surgery
University of Houston College of Medicine 

Mayrim Rios-Perez, MD 
Core Faculty, Trauma Surgery
HCA Houston Healthcare Kingwood 

Ziad Amr, MD 
General Surgery / Minimally Invasive Surgery 
HCA Houston Healthcare North Cypress 



 

 

S. Manny Ayyar, MD 
Core Faculty, General Surgery/Minimally Invasive Surgery 
HCA Houston Healthcare North Cypress 

Shiree Berry, MD 
Core Faculty, Trauma Surgery
HCA Houston Healthcare Kingwood 

Elizabeth Bonefas, MD 
General Surgery / Breast Surgery
The Woman’s Hospital of Texas 

Daniel J. Bonville, DO, FACS 
Core Faculty, Director of Trauma 
HCA Houston Healthcare Kingwood 
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Our Faculty 

Ronald Buczek, DO 
Trauma Surgery
HCA Houston Healthcare Kingwood 

Ranjith Krishnankutty, MD 
General Surgery
HCA Houston Healthcare North Cypress 

Jorge I. Leiva, MD 
Core Faculty, General Surgery/Hepatobiliary Surgery 
HCA Houston Healthcare North Cypress 

Hunter Ray, MD 
Vascular Surgery
HCA Houston Healthcare Kingwood 



 

 

  
    
    

           
    
    

Jonathan Redmon, MD 
General Surgery
HCA Houston Healthcare Kingwood 

Eric Trestman, MD 
Core Faculty, Vascular Surgery 
HCA Houston Healthcare Kingwood 

J. Mario Villafani, MD 
Core Faculty, General Surgery / Breast Surgery 
HCA Houston Healthcare Kingwood 

Not Pictured:       Mark Edgcomb, MD
       Colorectal Surgery
       HCA Houston Healthcare Kingwood 

Michael Morris, MD
       Core Faculty, General Surgery
       HCA Houston Healthcare Kingwood 



 
 

 

Current Residents 

Jose Lopez-Vera, MD 
Western Michigan 

University Homer Stryker
School of Medicine 

Class of 2024 

Peter Yu, MD 
McGovern Medical School at 

The University of Texas Health 
Science Center at Houston 

Class of 2024 

Rainna Coelho, MD 
Texas Tech University 
Health Science Center 

School of Medicine 
Class of 2025 

Horeb Cano Gonzalez, MD 
Universidad Autonoma de San 

Luis Potosi Facultad de Medicina 
Class of 2025 

Keyon Mohebzad, MD 
University of Texas Medical 

Branch at Galveston 
Class of 2025 

Andrew Youssef, MD 
Meharry Medical College 

School of Medicine 
Class of 2025 



 Natalia Cavagnaro-Barba, DO 
University of North Texas Health 

Science Center at Fort Worth, Texas 
College of Osteopathic Medicine 

Class of 2026 

Ali Siddiqui, MD 
St. George’s University 

School of Medicine 
Class of 2026 

Connor Hogan, DO Shinyeong Jeong, MD 
Chicago College of University of Texas Health 

Osteopathic Medicine of Science Center at San Antonio 
Midwestern University Class of 2026 

Class of 2026 



About 

About Our Program 
The overall objective of our program is to produce well-rounded residents who have 
balanced experience in a variety of clinical settings and surgical disciplines that 
will prepare them to enter a wide-range surgical practice or advanced fellowship. 
Residents will have an opportunity to participate in scholarly activity, simulation labs 
and hands-on surgical care during their training. We have a great team of faculty 
members dedicated to the education and advancement of our future physicians. 
A single mission drives us: Above all else, we are committed to the care and 
improvement of human life. 

About Our Hospital 
HCA Houston Healthcare Kingwood is a 439-bed acute care hospital with more 
than 650 of the regions most talented doctors, and over 1,600 employees. For over 
25 years, we have consistently enhanced the quality of care our patients receive 
and continue to grow to meet our community’s needs. We proudly provide resident 
physicians with a diverse surgical training experience necessary to prepare them for 
private-practice or academic medicine. 



  

 

 

 
 

Salary & Benefts 
Our PGY-1 residents currently receive an annual salary of $55,217. In addition to a 
competitive salary, residents  receive thefollowing benefits: 

• Medical, Dental, Vision, Life, Disability Insurance 
• Employee Assistance Program (EAP) Services 
• Retirement – 401k (employer matching ofered) 
• Equipment – iPhone, laptop, white coats 
• On-Call Meal Stipend - $950 per academic year 
• Orientation Stipend - $500 
• 21 days of Paid Time Of (PTO) 

Curriculum 
Our Surgery Residency Program finds its strength in collaboration, access to 
patients and the close relationship forged between residents and faculty. In addition, 
collaboration with the University of Houston College of Medicine provides invaluable 
experience to our residents, allowing for flexibility in clinical settings, faculty 
development, research support and innovation. 

Our residents are able to experience rotations at facilities ofering advanced 
cardiovascular and stroke care, thriving general and oncology surgery coverage, access to 
minimally-invasive and hepatobiliary service, and pediatric surgery. We hope to provide 
access to elective rotations at the PGY-4 level, providing our residents with greater 
sense of responsibility for low resource surgical care. 

Visit https://hcahoustonhealthcare.com/locations/kingwood/graduate-medical-education/ 

surgery/ for more information. 

https://hcahoustonhealthcare.com/locations/kingwood/graduate-medical-education/surgery/
https://hcahoustonhealthcare.com/locations/kingwood/graduate-medical-education/surgery/
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Rotation Schedule 
PGY1 

28 weeks General Surgery 

12 weeks Breast Surgery /
Plastic Surgery 

12 weeks Trauma Surgery
/ Critical Care 

PGY3 
32 weeks General Surgery 

8 weeks Breast Surgery /
Plastic Surgery 

4 weeks 
Hepatobiliary
/ Transplant

Surgery 

4 weeks 
Colorectal 
Surgery /

Endoscopy 

4 weeks 

Head & Neck 
Surgery 

/  Thoracic 
Surgery 

PGY2 

14 weeks 
General & 
Colorectal 

Surgery 
12 weeks Night Float 
12 weeks Cardiothoracic/ 

12 weeks Vascular 
Surgery 

Trauma Surgery
/ Critical Care 

PGY4 
*no current class 

General Surgery 
Pediatric 
Surgery 
Vascular 
Surgery 

Trauma Surgery
/ Critical Care 

Elective 
Rotation 

Breast Surgery 
Surgical 

Oncology 

Our didactic programs focus on: 
• Traditional programs including grand 

rounds, morbidity and mortality 
conference, and journal club 

• In-service and board preparation 
• Foundational work including anatomy, 

physiology, cl
improvement 

• Clinical scenarios 
• Operative approaches

protected t

PGY5 
*no current class 

General Surgery 
Pediatric 
Surgery 
Vascular 
Surgery 

Trauma Surgery
/ Critical Care 
Head & Neck 

Surgery /
Endocrine 

Hepatobiliary 
Surgical 

Oncology 

inical, and research/quality 

 including 
ime for simulation 

Because there is a wide breadth of knowledge and technique required of surgery 
residents, there is substantial focus on interactive learning and training. 



  

FAQ 
Q: How many positions do you ofer each year? 
A: Our program ofers 4 categorical positions each year.  We do not ofer any 
preliminary positions. 

Q: How many positions is the program approved for? 
A: At full complement, we will have a total of 20 residents (4 at each PGY level). 

Q: Does your program accept International Medical Graduates (IMGs)? 
A: Yes, we accept IMG; however, it is preferred applicants have graduated no more 
than 2 years prior to applying to the program. 

Q: Does your program accept J-1 visa sponsorship? 
A: Hospital training programs do not sponsor visas.  The Educational Commission 
for Foreign Medical Graduates (ECFMG) is the sole sponsor of J-1 physicians in 
clinical training programs. For more information, please visit www.ecfmg.org. 

Q: Do you ofer relocation assistance? 
A: No, we do not ofer relocation assistance. 

Q: Does your program ofer Basic Life Support (BLS) and Advanced Cardiac Life 
Support (ACLS) training courses to incoming residents? 
A: Yes, our program ofers and covers the registration fees for both life 
certifications. We also pay for Advanced Trauma Life Support (ATLS) training for 
all incoming matched residents. 

Q: Does your program ofer simulations / skills training? 
A: Our simulation/skills training is every Tuesday from 3-5pm and is led by the 
Simulation Director.  Each week ofers a diferent area of focus.  

https://www.ecfmg.org/
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Mission Statement 
The HCA Houston Healthcare Kingwood Surgery Residency Program’s mission is to 
develop the next generation of physicians and physician leaders. As a part of HCA 
Healthcare, we are driven by a single mission: Above all else, we are committed to the 
care and improvement of human life. 

This program is designed to ofer residents a rewarding, educational environment 
where residents are provided individualized learning opportunities by faculty and staf 
who support and sustain one another throughout quality care delivery. Our faculty 
are committed to ensuring the residents’ clinical experience and educational needs are 
fulfilled while expanding residents’ perspectives to be inclusive of cultures, values, and 
ideals. 

Program Aims 
The aim of our program is to: 
• Provide exceptional training to surgery residents so that they are prepared to 

immediately practice in the community following residency, to be qualified for 
competitive sub-specialty fellowship acceptance to provide skilled sub-specialty 
surgical care for the State of Texas 

• Ofer diverse surgical training opportunities with wide breadth of cases and 
complexity augmented with state-of-the-art simulation and video-based education 

• Inspire a supportive training environment that includes robust wellness programs 
with an emphasis on diversity and diversity training 

• Recruit skilled faculty, build structured faculty development program, and create 
robust faculty-resident mentorship program 





About HCA 
HealthcareAbout HCA Healthcare GME

HCA Healthcare is a comprehensive healthcare network with over 275,000 
colleagues across more than 2,000 care facilities all committed to creating a 
positive impact every day. We continually invest in our colleagues and facilities 
to better serve our patients and local communities. The Graduate Medical 
Education (GME) programs seek to inspire tomorrow’s physicians to care 
for and improve human life by focusing on patient-centered approaches to 
practicing the latest evidence-based medicine.

To learn more about the benefits and expectations of training with an 
HCA Healthcare program, view our Resident and Fellow Manual.

https://hcahealthcare.com/util/documents/2021/2021-2022-GME-Resident-Fellow-Manual-a.pdf


About HCA Healthcare GME

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bD30goKJiuA&feature=youtu.be


About HCA 
Healthcare

Our residency and fellowship programs are in 59 
hospitals located in 16 states

 Residency or Fellowship Program
 HCA Healthcare Hospital
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Clinical Training
Each year approximately five 
percent of all U.S. hospital services 
happen at an HCA Healthcare 
facility, including:

32+ million patient encounters
7.4 million emergency room visits
215,000+ babies delivered

HCA Healthcare Graduate Medical 
Education is a leader in clinical 
experience.

• Nationally known physician 
expertise across the country

• Investments in facilities allowing 
the advancement of patient care

• High emphasis on simulation 
results and low patient incidents

• Higher patient touch than 
academic facilities

• Annual collaborative mass 
casualty event team training

Scholarly Activity
HCA Healthcare Graduate 
Medical Education provides a 
critical link between vigorous 
scholarly activity and real-
world patient care from a 
sophisticated data repository 
of more than 32 million patient 
encounters each year.

2,500+ HCA Healthcare GME 
scholarly activities in 2020-21.

Size
HCA Healthcare Graduate 
Medical Education is the largest 
sponsor of residency and 
fellowship programs across the 
nation.

4,637
residents

289
fellows

218
specialty programs (residencies)

79
sub-specialty programs 
(fellowships)



About HCA 
Healthcare
A commitment to
scholarly activity

Based on more than 32 million patient 
encounters each year, our scholarly activity 
bridges the gap between compelling 
evidence and exceptional patient care.

2,500+

Abstracts Submitted

Active Prospective Studies

Active Retrospective Studies

Case Reports

Clinical Trials

Conference Presentations

Editorials

Manuscripts

Posters

Presentations

Publications

Quality Improvement Studies

Textbook Chapters

scholarly activities in 
2020-2021

†
† ‡ ‡ 

⌂
⌂ ◊

◊

★

★

☉

☉

☀

☀

■

■ ►
►

☼

☼

☆

☆

►

►



Our experiential learning is rooted in 
evidence-based medicine that leads to 
innovative, real-world patient health 
solutions.

Merging the rigor of ACGME 
accreditation with high patient 
touch, our residents and fellows 
deliver evidence-based care that 
demonstrates our mission to care for 
and improve human life.

We offer National Grand Rounds 
that leverage accomplished clinical 
expertise from across HCA Healthcare, 
bringing the nation’s leading medical 
experts to our residency and fellowship 
programs.

Notable Publications
• JAMA Internal Medicine
• Annals of Surgical Oncology
• CHEST Journal
• American Journal of Respiratory 

& Critical Care Medicine
• Obstetrics & Gynecology

Notable Presentations
• American College of Cardiology
• Society of Critical Care Medicine
• American College of Physicians
• Society of Hospital Medicine
• American College of Surgeons

Influential 
Collaboration
HCA Healthcare residents and fellows 
have access to talented, highly skilled 
teams of faculty, industry experts and 
dedicated researchers to guide them 
through their journey. Residents and 
fellows produce evidence that drives 
future practice by leveraging
HCA Healthcare’s national clinical data 
warehouse – the heart of our data 
ecosystem.

HCA Healthcare Scholarly Commons is 
a platform to collect, share and publish 
the variety of academic work created 
by the Graduate Medical Education 
community. During 2020, readership of 
those works eclipsed the 25,000 mark. 
Included on this platform is the
HCA Healthcare Journal of Medicine, 
a peer reviewed scientific periodical 
focused on innovation, enhanced 
quality and developing new knowledge 
in clinical care and medical education 
for the benefit of all patients. In its 
first year of publication, the journal 
disseminated 86 articles in six issues as 
well as a seventh special issue on the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

https://scholarlycommons.hcahealthcare.com/
https://scholarlycommons.hcahealthcare.com/hcahealthcarejournal/


About HCA 
HealthcareAbout HCA Healthcare

HCA Healthcare is one of the nation’s leading providers of healthcare 
services and is comprised of 186 hospitals and more than 2,000 sites of care 
including surgery centers, freestanding ERs, urgent care centers, diagnostic 
and imaging centers, walk-in clinics and physician clinics in 20 states and the 
United Kingdom. With its founding in 1968, Nashville-based HCA Healthcare 
created a new model for hospital care in the United States.



https://player.vimeo.com/video/458725168


About HCA 
Healthcare

*Hospital locations as of  March 31, 2021

186 hospitals and more than 2,000 sites of care 
located in 20 states and the United Kingdom

HCA Healthcare is one of the 
nation’s leading providers of 
healthcare services and is comprised 
of 186 hospitals and more than 
2,000 sites of care including surgery 
centers, freestanding ERs, urgent 
care centers, diagnostic and imaging 
centers, walk-in clinics and physician 
clinics in 20 states and the United 
Kingdom. With its founding in 1968, 
Nashville-based HCA Healthcare 
created a new model for hospital 
care in the United States.



Size
275,000
colleagues

93,000+
registered nurses

47,000^
active and affiliated physicians

Patient Care
HCA Healthcare’s U.S. hospitals 
provide approximately 5% of all 
inpatient hospital services in the 
country.

In 2020:

32+ million
patient encounters

7.4 million
emergency room visits

215,000
babies delivered

Giving Back
$3.4+ billion
estimated 2020 cost for the delivery of 
charity care, uninsured discounts and 
other uncompensated care

$45 million
in charitable cash contributions 
provided across the enterprise in 2020

We are committed to expanding our 
relationships with our communities 
by investing $10 million over the 
next three years in Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) and 
Hispanic-Serving Institutions (HSIs) 
across our footprint.*

*Starting in 2021

Industry Leader
Sarah Cannon, the Cancer Institute 
of HCA Healthcare, provides state-of-
the-art cancer care close to home for 
hundreds of thousands of patients, 
a number unmatched by any single 
cancer center.

HCA Healthcare affiliates deliver 
healthcare services in more than 150 
languages and dialects.

HCA Healthcare has treated more 
COVID-19 inpatients than any other 
health system in the U.S.

View the HCA Healthcare Community 
Impact Report to learn more about our 
award-winning programs, technology 
advances and partnerships with community 
organizations to fulfill our commitment to 
the care and improvement of human life. ^Approximate

https://hcahealthcareimpact.com/
https://hcahealthcareimpact.com/
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